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About the project
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• Aims:
• Raising awareness about SV at the universities in Serbia
• Improving institutional response:
• Proposing innovative mechanisms for preventing and responding to SV at the Serbian universities
• Structure:
• Research
• Review of previous survey findings and policy mechanisms worldwide
• Victimization survey in Serbia
• Evidence-based intervention
• Building capacity of university staff for proper response to SV against students (‘first response’
training)
• Developing policies and practices at the universities and
• Establishing cooperation between universities and victim support services in order to secure timely
support for victims

Victimization survey

The methodology
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• The aim: to find out the scope and characteristics of SV against students, and
existing mechanisms for support and prevention of SV at the faculties
• Defining and operationalizing SV: WHO’s definition of SV as a basis and adapted to
the context:
• SV is any unwanted (without consent) sexual act committed against students
by other students, teaching and non-teaching staff and a form of
gender-related violence
• Online data collection, using Survey Monkey platform
• Action oriented: awareness raising about SV and information about victim
support services

Sample
• Convenient stratified sample:
• 1597 students from 22 faculties (five state and one private
university)
• Sample structure
• Sex: 1293 (81%) female and 304 (19%) male students
• Year of study: 789 (49.4%) third- and 808 (50.6%) fourth-year
undergraduate students
• Field of science:
• Faculties of Social Sciences and Humanities – 1166 (73%)
• Faculties of Medical Sciences – 200 (12.5%)
• Faculties of technical and technological sciences – 158 (9.9%)
• Faculties of Sciences and Mathematics – 73 (4.6)

6
69.4 % from
2300 students
who
participated in
the survey
66 % from
expected
sample (2420)

Data collection
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• Establishing cooperation with the selected faculties
• Contact points/persons at faculties appointed (professors, teaching assistants, students, administrative
staff):
• Informing students about the survey
• Distributing the link to the questionnaire
• Different channels for informing and distributing the link - mostly combined:
• Online lectures, sharing in the chat (Zoom, MS Teams, Google classroom, etc.)
• Portals/platforms used for teaching materials, exams, etc. (e.g. Moodle, Google classroom, MS Teams)
• Emails or students’ groups on social media (FB, Viber, WhatsApp)
• Timeframe: 5 March to 10 May 2021
• Anonymity and privacy
• Informed consent

Prevalence of SV against students
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• A total of 271 students (17.0%) answered that they were exposed to SV at the
university
• 242 (89.3%) female
• 29 (10.7%) male
• 85 students (31.4%) experienced SV during the year preceding the survey
• A total of 441 students (27.6%) have indirect knowledge about SV against their
student colleagues
• 364 (82.5%) female
• 77 (17.5%) male

Forms of SV against students (personal
experience)
• Verbal SV: 204 (75.3%)
• Non-verbal SV: 95 (35%)
• SV with the physical contact: 81 (29.9%)
• SV with the use of modern technologies: 51 (18.8%)
• Quid pro quo (sexual blackmail): 8 (3%)
• Rape/attempted rape: 5 (1.8%)
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Forms of SV against students (indirect
experience)
• Verbal SV: 341 (77.3%)
• Non-verbal SV: 180 (40.8%)
• SV with the physical contact: 141 (32%)
• SV with the use of modern technologies: 133 (30.2%)
• Quid pro quo (sexual blackmail): 85 (19.3%)
• Rape/attempted rape: 49 (11.1%)
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Number of victimizations with different
forms of SV
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• The majority of victimised students experienced more that one
victimization
• The repeated victimizations is particularly high for verbal SV (78.7%)
• Most often experienced two to five times (51.9%), but also more than
10 times (15.2%)
• High share of revictimisation is evident also for non-verbal SV (63.9%, out
of that 16.8% more than 10 times) and SV with physical contact (55.4%,
out of which 11.1% more than 6 times)
• Quid pro quo is most often committed only once

Perpetrators
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• For all forms of SV, except for quid pro quo, students represent most of the perpetrators
• Students are most frequent perpetrators of SV with the use of modern technologies (73.9%)
and SV with physical contact (67.1%)
• The share of teaching staff is the highest in cases of verbal (42.5%) and non-verbal SV (31%),
and quid pro quo (30%)
• Non-teaching staff has been pointed out as perpetrators the least, but their share is not negligible
• 50% of perpetrators of quid pro quo, 11.5% of non-verbal and 8.2% of verbal SV
• BUT:
• At several faculties the number of teaching staff as perpetrators was the same of similar as
the number of students as perpetrators
• At one faculty more than two thirds of perpetrators were from the non-teaching staff

Victimisation factors
• Being female
• Students identified as bisexual and homosexual
• Students whose material status is unstable
• Students who use drugs
• Students who do not live in their own households
• Students of first two years of study
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Possibilities of getting knowledge on SV at
the faculty
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• Within the lectures
• 530 (33.2%) respondents stated that they learn about SV at the
faculty within the lectures
• Most of them are from social science faculties – 507 (95.7%)
• Out of the lectures
• 187 (11.7%) stated that at their faculty some forms of informing and
training to recognize SV is organized for students and staff; most of the
respondents do not know (969 or 60.7%)

Familiarity with the existence of the code
of conduct in cases of SV at the faculties
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• Majority of respondents - 1214 (76.0%) do not know if such an act exists
• 300 (18.8%) respondents, coming from all faculties included in the survey,
stated that Code of conduct in cases of SV exists at their faculty
• BUT, only 4 faculties from the sample had the Code of conduct in cases of
SV at the faculty at the time of data collection!
• Even students at these faculties are not familiar with the existence of this
document
• Majority of the respondents - 207 (69%) is not familiar with the content of
the codes!

The ‘first response’ training

The aim and the content
• The training aims at building capacities of students and university staff for proper first
response/support to sexual violence at the faculties
• Developed based on:
• the desk research of previous trainings,including particularly those developed within International project
Universities Supporting Victims of Sexual Violence: Training for Sustainable Services, which was coordinated
by the Brunel University (UK),
• the survey-based data

• It consists from 8 workshops:
• Introduction and defining basic terms (sex, gender, gender related violence, sexual violence)
• The scope and characteristics of SV against students at the faculties
• Consequences of SV and victims’ needs
• Stereotypes and prejudice related to SV
• ‘First response/support’ to SV victims (2 workshops)
• Developing mechanisms for SV prevention, reporting and victim support (2 workshops)

The ‘first response’ training
• Online training (ZOOM), February-April 2022
• 6 faculties involved:
• from social science (5) and from medicine (1)
• 3 faculties have enacted the Code of practice in cases of sexual harassment, 1
faculty is preparing such a document
• 2 faculties have established working groups/teams for complaints related to
sexual violence and supporting victims
• 137 training participants:
• 70 students
• 67 faculty staff: 50 teaching and 17 non-teaching staff

Training methodology
• From SV in general to SV at faculties
• From presentation of survey data to exploring personal (direct and indirect)
experiences with victimisation and victim support
• Interactive lectures, breaking room discussions, polls, short educational videos
• Empowering effect on both individual attendees and entire group
• Group discussions as a tool for SV awareness raising, and creation of faculty
advocacy and support teams:
• from specific faculty groups to mixed groups
• from individual proposals to advocacy plan

Concluding part of the training
• Individual proposals of measures for SV prevention, reporting and victim
support
• Coming to joint proposal of necessary mechanisms at faculty level as a
framework for further intervention
• Presentation of possible personal contribution to prevention, victim support
and reporting of SV
• Developing advocacy plan
• Pointing to the potential both each participant and a group have in advocating for and
establishing effective mechanism for prevention and protection from SV at the faculty
• High level of enthusiasm and interest in assistance of the Victimology Society of Serbia in
developing and advocating for acceptance of such mechanisms

Key proposals/recommendations for effective
response to SV at the faculties
• Developing normative and institutional framework for prevention and
suppression of SV (e.g. appropriate legislation, gender equality body)
• Prevention measures
• Raising awareness and education about SV
• Information about available mechanisms for support and reporting
• Providing for a safe environment at the faculty
• Support and protection
• Emotional support, referrals and information
• Establishing a team/body for victim support (composed from those who
attended VDS’s training)

Key proposals/recommendations for effective
response to SV at the faculties
• Reporting SV
• Anonymity, privacy, confidentiality
• Two levels of procedure: counseling (disclosure, getting support) and
formal complaint (with adequate sanctions)
• Reporting of SV via third persons and enabling different ways of
reporting SV
• Monitoring of implementation and efficiency of measures for prevention and
suppression of SV and victim support
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