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1.
Approaching theorectical fields
Integrating the concepts of intimate partner
violence against women and fear of crime

Intimate partner violence
against women
A complex and
multidimensional
phenomenon and a case
of severe human rights
violation
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INSECURITY exists simultaneously at
various levels: political, economic,
personal, interpersonal.
(Roché, 1993, p. 18)

Objective insecurity
Refers to the reality about
crime (factuality).

Subjective insecurity
Refers to the impact on
individuals and comunities.
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Fear of crime is a

multidimensional phenomenon
Fear of crime as an emotional
reaction characterised by the
feeling of danger and anxiety
(Garofalo 1981);

Threat of victimization (Rader, 2004)
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Cognitive

Subjective
insecurity

Behavioural
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Women’s fear of crime
The “fear-victimisation paradox”

Public

Fear of crime

DICOTOMY

Private
Intimate Partner
Violence

Research approach that integrates the concepts of fear of
crime and intimate partner violence against women
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2.
Methodology
Research design and steps taken.

Objectives:
◦ To understand how the fear of crime is manifested and its
consequences in the daily routine and lives of women
victims of IPV.

◦ To understand the role of this feeling in the set of effects
underlying IPV victimisation and the role of available
support networks (formal/informal)
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Research design

◦
◦
◦

Data collection: semi structured interviews

◦

Recruitment strategy: through professionals and institutions of
support

•

Note: Ethical considerations (research with victims and pandemic
context)

Context for data collection: Brazil and Portugal
Inclusion criteria (sample): adult women who have been assisted by
the formal support networks and who, at the time of the study, are
no longer in the abusive relationship.
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Sample characteristics
11 participants (6 from Brazil and 5 from Portugal);
◦ Age range: 32 – 62 years old;
◦ Separation: 1 year – 18 years;
◦ Children and employment status: All participants have
children.

• All interviews were conducted online due to pandemic
limitations.
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3.
Preliminary Results
Conclusions and next steps

Preliminary results
•1st dimension

•4th dimension

•2nd dimension

Manifestations
of fear of IPV

Consequences
in daily life and
routine

Role of fear of
IPV

Support
networks

•3rd dimension
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Consequences in daily-life and routine
Health impact
“(…) my heart was beating fast, and I couldn't sleep.” (Louise, 47-year-old)
“I was pregnant, it was summer, he left our room and turned off the air conditioning
and it wasn't for lack of money, it was to punish me... and I accepted because I was
afraid of him. I got really sick. I had tachycardia, I had a tumor... and I used to be a
hyper healthy person.” (Kate, 55-year-old)
“I was used as a sexual object (...) and very early I had an episode in which I was
completely blocked and from that moment on, my health condition always got
worse. I did and still do health treatments today... Just thinking that I needed to go
home made me panic.” (Joana, 42-year-old)
“I got sick, very sick... I had a huge depression.” (Lea, 62-year-old)
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Consequences in daily-life and routine
Professional life affected
“I lost all my clients...” (Kate, 55-year-old)
“Yes, I was afraid to go everywhere, even to work because he could show up at any
time, there was never a moment of peace” (Ana, 39-year-old)

“(…) sometimes I was even late for work, because I preferred to go another way to
escape of him.” (Louise, 47-year-old)
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Role of oficial support networks
“(…) that woman (therapist) was an
angel in my life, she gave me back my
life, actually...” (Kate, 55-year-old)

“(…) it was a nightmare... especially in
the shelters and with professionals from
social support.” (Joana, 42-year-old)

“(…) I felt safe and supported (at the
police)” (Louise, 47-year-old)

“(…) They (social services) don't know
what they're doing... it's the worst
violence. ” (Louise, 47-year-old)

“I sought help from a psychiatrist,
because I couldn't breathe, I couldn't
work... and this psychiatrist was the
most important woman in my life. (…)
(...) she gave me a hug that I still feel
today.” (Lea, 62-year-old)
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Emerging topic
Role of children
“He was my priority, even for breastfeeding it was difficult… I couldn't believe it, I had
to leave…” (Joana, 42-year-old)

“My kids called my mom... I survived because of them.” (Kate, 55-year-old)
“What saved me was my children... it was for them that I fought.” (Lea, 62-year-old)
“I tried to commit suicide, and my son… my son saved me” (Laura, 32-years-old)
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Preliminary conclusions
Womens’ fear of crime and IPV
o The hidden nature of womens’ victimisation (Reid & Konrad, 2004; Stanko, 1995);
o Fear (of intimate partner violence) influences womens’ behavior and reactions;
o Violence experienced in private spaces increases women’s fear (Broll, 2014);
o Adequate social support positively impact victim’s experiences. On the other

hand, the lack of technical preparation may increase women’s insecurity.
o Children have a positive impact on women’s decision to break the cycle of

violence (Rasool, 2016; Stephens & Melton, 2017; Aiquipa-Tello & Canción-Suárez, 2020).
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“

(…) for various reasons, both official
statistics and victimisation surveys fail to
capture the full nature and extent of
women’s victimisation. Once the full
extent of their victimisation is taken into
account their fear is not inappropriate.
(Hale, 1996)
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